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before him.   He asked them whence they came and what was their religion.
Nicomachus answered with impatience and a remarkably loud voice,
" I  am  a  Christian."     The others  modestly  replied,   " We  are also
Christians/'   The proconsul said to Nicomachus, " Sacrifice to the gods."
He answered, " A Christian must not sacrifice to devils."   The proconsul
gave orders that he should be hung on the rack and tortured.   When he
was just ready to expire under his torments, he unhappily lost his crown
and cried out, " I never was a Christian, and am ready to sacrifice to the
gods."   The proconsul immediately caused him to be taken off the rack,
but no sooner had the miserable man offered sacrifice than he was seized
by the devil, fell on the ground, and beat it with his head in violent
agonies, in which he expired.    Thus the devil usually laughs to scorn
the unhappy souls which he has drawn into sin.    He lures them with
great promises; but, being the father of lies, pays them with treacherous
shadows, or often with bitter disappointments and calamities.   A wretched
exchange for their souls and eternal happiness!    God afforded his other
two servants a comfort under their affliction for this loss.    Denysa, a
tender virgin about sixteen years old, who was standing by, was struck
at this misfortune and said, " Unfortunate wretch!   why wouldst thou
bring upon thyself eternal torments for the sake of a moment's ease?"
Optimus, hearing these words, asked if she was a Christian; she confessed
she was.   He then required her to sacrifice, and threatened to expose her
to prostitution and burn her alive in case of refusal.    Finding his threats
made no impression on her constancy, he ordered her to be put into the
hands of two lewd young men to be deflowered.    They took her with
them to their lodgings, whose endeavours to force her she resisted so
long that she fairly tired them out.   About midnight they were surprised
at the appearance of a young man glittering with light, which diffused
itself over the whole house;  upon which they were seized with fear and
cast themselves at the feet of the holy virgin.    She raised them up and
bid them not be afraid, saying, " This is my guardian and protector ";
and they earnestly besought her to intercede for them that they might
come to no hurt.   The next morning the mob, stirred up by the priests
of Diana, beset the house of the proconsul demanding in a tumultuous
manner to have Andrew and Paul delivered up to them.   The proconsul,
to humour them, having caused the martyrs to be brought forth, bid
them sacrifice to Diana;  which they refusing to do, he ordered them to
be most inhumanly scourged and then to be put into the hands of the
rabble, by them to be stoned to death.    The populace without further
delay, having tied their feet together, dragged them out of the town in
order to stone them.    Whilst they were under execution, Denysa heard
the noise and began to weep and wail bitterly; and having escaped from
those who guarded her, ran to the place where they were, and upon seeing